viii                  THE PLAN OF THE  BOOK
many of the letters of that period, because they show th young man as nothing else can do, and because from ther can be gathered the capacity for growth which was so die tinctive a feature in my husband's nature. To him it was c no consequence by what channel the suggestion came, be i lovingly by the voice of a friend, or rudely from the impersong press. As soon as he was shown a more excellent way, h immediately adopted it. Thus he grew more than anyon I have ever known, and this capacity for a changin sequence makes his biography very interesting. It coul be said of him:
" Rejoice that man is hurled From change to change unceasingly, His soul's wings never furled."
The evidences of this power of growing are scattered a . over the book. It was the same man who at twenty-seve laid the poor drunken wretch on the floor of the van 1 » travel for hours at the feet of the girl he loved, who becan » the courteous gentleman who never let his wife open tl > door for herself, and of whom one who had lived in Toynb< > Hall for many years wrote that he had " unfailing beautif [ manners." It was the same man who in early life disa~ • proved of illness and showed it by severity, whose presen< > in later years was eagerly looked for by the sick and dyin , It was the same man who began his work among the po< : with the sternest tenets of repressive relief, who yet becan D th© advocate for free breakfasts for all school childre , gratuitous medical relief, and universal pensions.
This power of growth made him provocatively puzzlin , and also apparently inconsistent, an estimation which I 3 enjoyment of paradoxes and epigrams accentuated.
His temper was naturally of the sweetest, yet he was oft< i surprisingly censorious. His sympathy was both imagin -tive and subtle, and yet he would harden his heart again b the most piteous evidences of poverty, if his econona ) principles were involved. His generosity in big matters w 3 sometimes reckless, and yet his parsimony in small on s could be both comic and annoying. His patience was part £ Ms religious dependence on God, and yet it was united to res -less ruthless energy for reform. His trust in human nature w 3 aE-embracing, yet no one investigated the statements f applicants more searchingly. His humility was one of t s centres of his nature, and yet he assumed responsibilities a3 i